Elder Abuse
ELDER ABUSE is any physical, sexual, or
psychological abuse of an older person

>> 12.4% of the U.S. populations is age 65+
>>
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(generally age 60 – 65 years and older), and
also encompasses neglect, abandonment,
and financial exploitation. Elder abuse
may be perpetrated by another person or

About 2/3 of elder abuse
victims are women D

an entity, and can occur in any setting—at
home, in an institution, or in the community.D

Roughly half of people with dementia are

Older adults may be particularly targeted

abused or neglected by caregivers F

due to age or disability: isolation, reliance

As few as 1

in 24 cases of elder
abuse is reported to authorities D

on caregivers, or decreased physical or
mental capacity can increase older people’s
exposure and vulnerability to abuse. In

Types of abuse
self-reported by caregivers across studies F

addition, older adults—especially those on
the brink of retirement—may be exploited
verbal

financially due to their perceived resources.

Compared to their non-abused peers,

Reliable data on elder abuse is scarce

elder abuse victims are: D

due to very low reporting rates, a lack of
research, and the hidden nature of this
crime.
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1.6% of older adults report any kind of

NOTE: Data collection year provided where known.
Hover for data hyperlinks to source material.
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Injuries to older adults from violent crime
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account for $5.3 billion annually in
direct medical care
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Elder Abuse continued

Older adults lost $2.9

5.1

% of the 190,592 complaints filed

billion

against nursing homes in 2013

to financial exploitation in 2009,
up 12% from the year prior

were for abuse, neglect, or exploitation B
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People age 65+ are 34% more likely

Types of Complaints: B

to lose money to financial fraud
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than people in their 40s C

Older adults with cognitive impairments
experience 2x the economic losses
of peers without such incapacities D
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