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Ineligible Immigrants

At the June meeting of the Board the Department 
requested approval of a Notice of Intended Regulatory 
Action to change the way we count the income of 
ineligible immigrants.

Currently the ineligible immigrant’s income prorated  
and only the eligible household members share is 
counted in determining the SNAP allotment.  

The NORIA will change the income calculation for the 
ineligible immigrant to consider all of his income as 
being available to the household; this will be consistent 
with the income calculation for ineligible citizens.



Ineligible Immigrants

In July, there were 24,759 households in the Commonwealth 
that receive SNAP that also contained an ineligible immigrant.

Of those households 11,081 of the households had earned 
income and 1,412 had unearned income; this represents just 
over 3 percent of the total SNAP caseload.

Distribution of the ineligible immigrant households:
Central Region 14.7%
Eastern Region 6.0%
Northern Region 69.7%
Piedmont Region 8.0%
Western region 1.6%



Ineligible Immigrants

In order to determine the exact amount of income not currently 
being counted to the SNAP households, a manual inquiry into all 
12,493 cases would have been required.   In order to estimate the 
cost, 40 cases were sampled.

The income not being considered available to the SNAP household 
ranged from $269 to $1,460; the average was $684.

A general rule is every $3 in income reduces the households SNAP 
benefit by $1; on average, households with an ineligible immigrant 
that has income disregarded receives $228 more in SNAP benefits 
than a household containing a ineligible citizen.

The cost of the current policy based on the sampled cases is $34M 
per year.
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Ineligible Immigrants

At the June meeting of the Board the Department requested approval of a Notice of Intended Regulatory Action to change the way we count the income of ineligible immigrants.

 

Currently the ineligible immigrant’s income prorated  and only the eligible household members share is counted in determining the SNAP allotment.  



The NORIA will change the income calculation for the ineligible immigrant to consider all of his income as being available to the household; this will be consistent with the income calculation for ineligible citizens.

























Ineligible Immigrants

In July, there were 24,759 households in the Commonwealth that receive SNAP that also contained an ineligible immigrant.



Of those households 11,081 of  the households had earned income and 1,412 had unearned income; this represents just over 3 percent of the total SNAP caseload.



Distribution of the ineligible immigrant households:

Central Region		 14.7% 

Eastern Region	 	   6.0% 

Northern Region		69.7% 

Piedmont Region	   	  8.0% 

Western region	   	  1.6% 



























Ineligible Immigrants

In order to determine the exact amount of income not currently being counted to the SNAP households, a manual inquiry into all 12,493 cases would have been required.   In order to estimate the cost, 40 cases were sampled.



The income not being considered available to the SNAP household ranged from $269 to $1,460; the average was $684.



A general rule is every $3 in income reduces the households SNAP benefit by $1; on average, households with an ineligible immigrant that has income disregarded receives $228 more in SNAP benefits than a household containing a ineligible citizen.



The cost of the current policy based on the sampled cases is $34M per year.

























