
What it has meant to be adopted through the 
Partnership for Adoptions program at Children’s 
Home Society of Virginia.  
 
Hi,  
 
My name is Ellena McConnell and I am 12 years old. This is my adoption story. I 
was taken from my birth mother in 2005 at the age of 8 years old along with my 
sister who was 10 years old and younger brother who was 6 years old. We were 
living in a trailer infested with cockroaches and had a mother that wasn’t very 
dependable. My sister and I were put into a foster family together, but our 
younger brother was separated. We were very scared but we soon adapted to 
our new lifestyles.  
 
After 2 long years I finally found a family interested in me. We had our meetings 
and overnight visits but soon found this family was just not right for me, but I still 
had hope. A couple weeks later there was a single woman looking for a 
daughter. After we met and had a couple visits I began liking her. Soon after I 
moved into her house and began school there. I got a taste of my new life.  
 
In July of 2008 my adoption was finalized. I am a McConnell. Now my life is 
great. I am an honor roll student. I have won awards signed by the president and 
won awards that were only given to one person out of the whole school. I can say 
my life has definitely changed over the years, but for the better.  
 
This adoption through the PFA program at Children’s Home Society means a lot 
to me. It means I get a good education especially if I want to be a vet. Every 
morning I wake up happy and excited to start a new day especially with my mom. 
Since I’ve been adopted I have been lucky enough to visit new places such as 
Niagara Falls, Washington D.C, New York, Pennsylvania, and Maryland.  
 
If you are considering adoption it’s not just getting a new addition to your family, it 
changes a child’s life. If you decide adoption is not for you then at least make an 
effort to raise awareness of it. Children are waiting for homes. Let them know you 
want to help.  
 
 
Ellena McConnell 
 


