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What Does "Establishing Paternity" Mean? 

Paternity means being a child's father. So, when we talk about establishing paternity, we mean 

legally deciding who the child's father is. 

When You Do Not Need to Establish Paternity 

If a baby is born to a married couple, the law says the husband is the father. In this case, 

paternity is already established. If the couple is not married when the baby is born, they 

must establish paternity, even if they get married later. 

Another way to establish paternity is by both parents signing a legal form called an 

Acknowledgment of Paternity (AOP) form. This is usually done in the hospital right after 

the baby is born. When this form is signed, the father's name can go on the birth certificate. 

When You Do Need to Establish Paternity 

You need to establish paternity if: 

• The parents did not sign the AOP form. 

• The child was born when the parents were not married. 

You also need to establish paternity if: 

• The father wants custody or visitation rights. 

• The parents want to get or give child support or medical support. 

How to Establish Paternity in Virginia 

You can establish paternity in one of three ways: 

• You can take a DNA test through LabCorp scheduled by the Division of Child 

Support Enforcement (DCSE). 

• Open a child support case with DCSE. To do that, either parent can apply online or 

call 1-800-468-8894. 

• Go to Court. You can file a petition at the Juvenile and Domestic Relations District Court 

in your area. 

What Happens After Paternity Is Established 

• The father's name can be added to the child's birth certificate. 

• The father now has legal rights and responsibilities. 

• The father can ask for custody or visitation through the court. 

• The father may also have to pay child and medical support. 

 

 

https://www.vapaternity.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/AOP-Rights-and-Responsibility-DCSE-05-12_Doe-1.pdf
https://www.vapaternity.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/AOP-Rights-and-Responsibility-DCSE-05-12_Doe-1.pdf
https://www.vapaternity.com/about/the-aop-process/
https://www.vapaternity.com/about/importance-of-paternity/
https://www.vapaternity.com/establish-paternity/
https://www.dss.virginia.gov/family/dcse/
https://dss.virginia.gov/supportvakids/
https://www.courts.state.va.us/courts/maps/home
https://www.courts.state.va.us/courts/maps/home
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DNA Testing for Child Support 

• DNA tests are done in DCSE District Offices or LabCorp offices. 

• A medical worker uses a swab to gently collect saliva from inside 

the mouth. It only takes a few minutes. 

• Most people get their results in less than 3 weeks. 

Cost of DNA Testing 

• DCSE charges $38 per person.  

• For a mother, father and child, the total is $114.  

• If the test proves the man is the father, he usually pays. 

• If he is not the father, and there's an open DCSE case, DCSE may cover the cost.  

• If the court orders the test, the court decides who pays. 

• If the test isn't done through DCSE or court, the people involved pay the cost. 

Why Establishing Paternity is Important for Your Child 

Establishing paternity helps your child by: 

• Making them eligible for benefits like Social Security, disability or veteran's benefits if 

the father dies or becomes disabled.. 

• Giving them rights to inherit from the father. 

• Helping them know their full medical history from both sides of the family.  

• There are other benefits as well. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.vapaternity.com/about/importance-of-paternity/

