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Safe and Sound Demographics of Displaced Youth in Foster Care*

Unmet needs and causes for lack of appropriate level of care and displacement

• Age range: 5-17 years; average age 14 years
• Aggressive behavior
• Low IQ (<70)/Developmental Disorder
• Juvenile justice involvement

• Prolonged inpatient hospitalization
• Recent emergency room visit for medical or 

behavioral health issue
• Barrier to step-down or return to previous 

placement

• Chronic medical condition
• Trauma, grief/loss
• Length of time in foster care
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