From: Edwina Williams <edwina.williams@dss.virginia.gov>

Date: Wed, Sep 18, 2019 at 2:50 PM

Subject: Religious Exempt Child Day Programs- Child to Staff Ratios
To: <DSS_LICENSING@listserv.cov.virginia.gov>

The attached file is being sent to religiously exempt child day centers from the
Virginia Department of Social Services Email Distribution Service.

***Please do not reply to this email . ***

To unsubscribe from the DSS_LICENSING list, click the following link:
https://listserv.cov.virginia.gov/scripts/wa.exe?SUBED1=DSS_LICENSING&A=1
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COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES

DATE: September 17, 2019
TO: Religious Exempt Child Day Centers(RECDC)
FROM: Tara Ragland, Director

Division of LicensingPrograms
SUBJECT: Child to Staff Ratios

This memo provides updated information on the department's interpretation of the following
section 63.2 1716.A.3.of the Code of Virginia.

8 63.2-1716(A) (3) The child day center employs supervisory personnel according to the following ratio
of staff to children:

a. One staff member to four children from ages zero to 16 months.

b. One staff member to five children from ages 16 months to 24 months.

¢. One staff member to eight children from ages 24 months to 36 months.

d. One staff member to 10 children from ages 36 months to five years.

e. One staff member to 20 children from ages five years to nine years.

f. One staff member to 25 children from ages nine years to 12 years.

Staff shall be counted in the required staff-to-children ratios only when they are directly supervising
children. In each grouping of children, at least one adult staff member shall be regularly present.

The Code of Virginia requires child day centers operated by religious institutions to follow the
ratio requirements in 63.2-1716(A)(3). Currently, the department's interpretation of § 63.2-
1716(A)(3) for at least one adult staff member to be regularly present in each grouping of
children requires a separate staff member for each age group described in the ratios listed in the
Code. Recently, the department learned that the current interpretation of§ 63.2-1716(A)(3) is
incorrect. Effective immediately, licensing inspectors have been directed to cease the use of this
incorrect interpretation.

If you have any questions, please contact your licensing inspector.

Thank you.
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