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Virginia Announces Top Ten Ranking Hospitals for Exceptional Paternity Establishment Rates

Richmond, VA. (August 6, 2018) — The Virginia Department of Social Services (VDSS), in conjunction with
the Virginia Paternity Establishment Program (VPEP), recently announced the top ten Virginia hospitals
recognized for outstanding performance in paternity establishment for 2017. Each of these hospitals
accomplished paternity establishment rates greater than 80 percent.

VDSS’ Division of Child Support Enforcement (DCSE) manages VPEP, which is operated by the Center for
the Support of Families, Inc. (CSF). VPEP gives unmarried parents the opportunity to establish paternity
for their newborns by voluntarily acknowledging fatherhood during the mother’s hospital stay.

The Commonwealth has a total of 60 birthing hospitals that serve families throughout Virginia. “We are
pleased to have such a good and strong partnership with CSF, and applaud Virginia’s birthing hospitals
for their valuable commitment in assisting parents with paternity establishment,” said VDSS
Commissioner Duke Storen. In addition, Craig Burshem, VDSS Deputy Commissioner for Child Support,
reflected on the impact paternity establishment has on the child and family as a whole. “Paternity
establishment gives a child the right to know and be known by his or her father, improves the child’s
self-esteem, and provides access to family medical information, all of which can be life changing,” said
Burshem.

The hospital achieving the highest rate in 2017 is Twin County Regional, located in Galax, VA, which
averaged a paternity establishment rate of 85.7%. Jennifer Adams, BSN, RN, Twin County Regional
Healthcare’s Director of Women’s Health Services stated, “Twin County Regional Healthcare (TCRH) is
proud to be recognized as first in the state for the Virginia Paternity Establishment Program during 2017.
Our Women'’s Health Unit is dedicated to providing high-quality, personalized care for our patients and
families. We would like to take this opportunity to thank Martha Moore, TCRH Birth Registrar, for her
outstanding efforts assisting families.”
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