From: Williams, Edwina (VDSS) <edwina.williams@dss.virginia.gov>
Sent: Monday, May 19, 2025 10:28 AM

To: DSS_LICENSING@LISTSERV.COV.VIRGINIA.GOV

Subject: Legislation that passed in the 2025 General Assembly

The attached file is being sent to child caring institutions, children’s
residential facilities and child placing agencies from the Virginia Department
of Social Services Email Distribution Service.

***Please do not reply to this email ***

Edwina Williams
Program Support Technician / Intake Analyst
Virginia Department of Social Services

\ Division of Licensing Programs
5600 Cox Road, Glen Allen, VA 23060
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COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES

DATE: May 19, 2025

TO: Licensed Child-Placing Agencies
Children’s Residential Facilities

FROM: Tara Ragland
Director, Division of Licensing Programs

SUBJECT: 2025 Legislative Information

The purpose of this memorandum is to inform you of the legislation that passed in the
2025 General Assembly session that affects licensed child-placing agencies and
children’s residential facilities.

Senate Bill 1406/House Bill 1777

This bill requires licensed child-placing agencies, children’s residential facilities, and
local departments of social services or Department of Social Services to provide contact
information for the Office of the Children’s Ombudsman along with the information as
required in § 2.2-455 to the biological parent, prospective adoptive parent, or foster
parent. Additionally, any child in foster care age 12 or older shall be provided with the
information as required in § 2.2-455. This information shall be given to the child annually
while the child is in foster care.

This bill provides that when a child makes a complaint to the Office of the Children’s
Ombudsman, the Ombudsman does not need to gain consent from the Department of
Social Services, licensed child-placing agency, children’s residential facility, local
department of social services, or the foster parent, guardian of the child, or other person
having custody or care of the child to receive information or communicate with the child.

This legislation is effective July 1, 2025.

Contact your licensing inspector if you have any questions.
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